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Art and Design

The inspiration and power of the arts play a vital role in enabling our children and young people to enhance their creative talent and artistic skills.

Curriculum for excellence
Building the Curriculum 5

Children should be given the opportunity to experience a wide range of art activities across the curriculum and for transferable artistic skills to be developed throughout their primary years.   

Skills in Art and Design are not only essential for the all round education but can enhance lifelong learning and instil pleasure in creativity. Therefore our children should be given the necessary tools to express themselves creatively as well as contribute to other people’s enjoyment through creative and expressive performance and presentations. 

A well structured Art and Design policy will enable children to draw on their own experiences, environment and culture. The expressive arts experiences and outcomes will support the whole child so that teaching reflects challenging, inspirational and enjoyable learning.  In developing the whole child, insight should be provided to develop an appreciation of different cultural values, identities and ideas, therefore offering equality of opportunity for all students. 

Aims
Our Art and Design programme should aim to:

· Contribute to pupils’ personal development so that they can experience personal achievement and build resilience and confidence

· Promote an awareness of cultural heritage, values and diversity

· Provide opportunities to express individual creativity and self expression

· Ensure a progression of skills 

· Offer pupils choices in creating art and design

Throughout a wide range of Art and Design learning activities our pupils will become:

Successful learners, who can express themselves, think innovatively, meet challenges positively and find imaginative solutions to problems and who have developed knowledge and skills related to different arts and broader skills such as the use of technologies

Confident individuals, who have developed self awareness, self-discipline, determination and confidence through drawing on their own ideas, experiences and feelings, and through successful participation.
Responsible citizens, who can explore ethical questions, respond to personal and social issues, and develop stances and views, who have deepened their insight and experiences of cultural identities and who come to recognise the importance of the arts to the culture and identities of Scotland and other societies.

Effective contributors, who can develop and express their creativity, work cooperatively and communicate with others, and in so doing, show initiative, dependability, leadership and enterprise.
Curriculum for excellence

Building the Curriculum 5

Equal Opportunities

Bearsden Primary aims to ensure that all pupils have equal access to the Art and Design curriculum.  It is important to reflect on the cultural experiences and backgrounds of all pupils in delivering programmes of work.

Bearsden Primary is happy to celebrate the diversity amongst its pupils and aims to ensure that resources and materials reflect this.  For example, various activities across the stages feature the work of African and Asian artists as well as European and American artists.  It is equally important that our pupils are made of aware of female artists and their work which is commonly under represented.  
Ethos

One of the main purposes of learning in the expressive arts is to develop lifelong appreciation of, and participation in, expressive arts and cultural activities.  

Curriculum for excellence

Building the Curriculum 5
We should ensure that all children are encouraged to see themselves as artists. As many children and adults lack confidence in this curricular area, our ethos should be one that encourages positive self-esteem.  Through using materials, techniques, skills and media pupils will learn to communicate positively with others and to interpret and respond to their own environment. They should have high expectations of their own work and learn how to give constructive and helpful feedback to their peers.

Teaching and Learning

The teaching of Art & Design at Bearsden is cross curricular and mainly topic based. Each class topic contains a varied range of art lessons, covering the key elements of the Curriculum for Excellence Art & Design program. Art lessons are child centred and should build on prior learning. Classroom organisation varies depending on the lesson, materials and intended outcomes, so pupils may be encouraged to work individually, in pairs or in groups to complete tasks. 
Older pupils may be given opportunities for personal study, to pursue their own particular interests and develop specific talents in art and design.

Structure

Most art lessons are introduced on a weekly basis through topic work, however there are exciting events in the school calendar which may have an art focus such as; Global Citizenship week, religious festivals, and annual celebrations such as Burns Night.

In the Infant Department, Art & Design is integrated into the Play to Learn program, in addition to class work.

During their primary years pupils will have the opportunity to experience and develop skills in many types of art work which will include;

· drawing

· painting

· collage

· sculpting
· model making

· product design

· masks

· puppets

· jewellery design

· printing

· use of paint programs in ICT

· photography

Art Appreciation

In art appreciation pupils critique their own art and that of their peers. Through using Teaching for Effective Learning strategies they will be encouraged to comment on their work and to consider ways to improve their artistic skills.

Pupils will learn about the work of artists from around the world, linked to topic work or Global Citizenship week. It is important that Art and Design from different continents and cultures is studied and that male and female artists are represented in class discussions.

Displays

Displays around the school should always be current, attractive and eye catching. They should reflect the work of all pupils in the school.

Displays should be changed regularly and reflect current class topics. It is important that the displays are stimulating and indicate the Art & Design Experiences and Outcomes.

Outside Agencies
Many local artists / galleries also offer specialist training or CPD for teachers. 
Environment

Being an Eco school, Bearsden pupils should be made aware of the importance of saving resources, recycling and using natural materials in Art & Design wherever possible.
Children should be aware that their actions have an impact on the local community and that well considered Art & Design can have a positive impact on the local area. 

Assessment

In Art & Design, much assessment is subjective. It is appreciated that art can be difficult to compare some pieces of art with others, therefore peer and self- assessment is vital to pupil development in this area. Shared learning intentions and agreed next steps should highlight future learning. 

It remains important to keep a visual record of pupil progress and this is done through the use of individual art folders. Each year pupils will select a drawing, a painting and evidence of 3D work to keep in their art folder.  Progression of skills and expectations change from stage to stage e.g. pupils are taught how to draw a simple picture in P1/2 and for progression to take place at stage 2, pupils should be taught shading, tone, mood, effective use of colour etc.

Resources

Teachers are aware of the importance of Heath and Safety in Art & Design. Pupils must be shown how to handle equipment/ materials safely, for example using scissors, glues etc. Art resources are ordered and stored centrally and should be returned to the appropriate places in a good condition after each lesson.

Support for Pupils
When planning the content and organisation of Art and Design sessions we must consider those children who may need additional support to enable them to participate as fully as possible in the learning experience. Adaptations must be made for pupils who have an ASP and those with physical and emotional needs. Adaptations may include peer support, PSA support where possible, differentiated materials and differentiated expectations and outcomes.

Staff should also be aware of those children who show specific talents and aptitudes in Art and Design and encourage their further development. Classes, workshops and competitions in the wider community should be promoted. 
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